
History of the Ohio Association of the Deaf


The Ohio Association of the Deaf (O.A.D.) is a non-profit organization incorporated within the 
state of Ohio to protect the rights of Deaf citizens.  It has been serving the Deaf people of 
Ohio for over 50 years and was first called “The Ohio Deaf Motorists Association” from 1940 to 
1961.


On October 3, 1959, the Ohio Deaf Motorist Association and the Ohio Federation of Deaf 
Organizations merged to form a single-state organization, later named the Ohio Association 
of the Deaf (O.A.D.).  Boyd Hume of Akron and Russell Moore of Columbus chaired this 
movement. 


The Founders of O.A.D. are Dick Petkovich, Robert Lankenau, and David W. Wilson. Dick 
Petkovich and Robert Lankenau were Deaf citizens, and David W. Wilson was a hearing 
insurance agent and a sign language interpreter.  They came together to convince auto 
insurance companies that deaf drivers could operate automobile vehicles and obey traffic 
laws.  In a meeting with several insurance agents, Thomas Osborne, a co-founder, joined 
them and encouraged the three founders that a proposal was needed to form an 
organization to protect the civil rights of deaf drivers. 


This proposal was inspired by a report written by Sherman Finesilver, a Colorado judge who 
1960 brought national attention to the safe driving records of deaf drivers.  The report 
included driving records, statistics, and defensive driving workshops nationwide.  This 
publicity benefited deaf people by demonstrating the safety of their driving records.

(source: National Association of the Deaf)


The Ohio Association of the Deaf was established on February 23, 1961, with the primary goal 
of making State and Community agencies aware of the issues and needs of the deaf and 
stimulating their interest… The association also encourages agencies to provide services to 
the deaf to meet their neglected needs…


Agencies and service providers originally a part of the development were the following: 


Superintendent of the Ohio School for the Deaf

State Directors

Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR)

Special Education

Welfare

Crippled Children Services

Department of Health

Representatives: Ohio State University

Officials: Federal Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) offices in Chicago and 
Washington D.C. (Boyce Williams)

(source: The Ohio Story by Frank Gattas)




10 OAD district chapters were created:

Cleveland

Cincinnati

Columbus

Akron

Toledo

Dayton

Lima

Mansfield (District chapter did not survive due to low membership.)

Youngstown

Portsmouth


OAD’s founders and fellow supporters met with Ohio Governor Frank Lausche during the 
signing ceremony at the state capitol.  With Lausche's signature, OAD became an official 
501(c)3 organization. 


1962 - The first OAD Convention was held in Cincinnati, the birthplace of the National 
Association of the Deaf (NAD), founded in 1880.

(Source: https://camcca.wordpress.com/edmund-w-booth-deaf-forty-niner/?
fbclid=IwAR10seZg72ZZ2AC7EU-HSqZODBAQEP-EjWxoqEz8v0fQlhI31d5s-4uKP3w).


Dick Petkovich, 1st OAD President


OAD’s elected first officers:

Dick Petkovich, President

Thomas Osborne, Vice President

LeRoy Duning, Executive Secretary

Robert O. Lankenau, Recording Secretary

Lonnie Irvin, Treasurer

Herman Cahen, Financial Director


OAD state officers and their spouses traveled around the state (of Ohio) to see how each 
district chapter was doing with its service(s) to its deaf community.


1980 - Harvey Katz’s leadership as president led to an increase in OAD membership to 1,032. 
Minnie Hawk, the chairperson of the OAD Membership Drive, was instrumental in setting up 
programs to encourage membership growth in the district chapters.


          HARVEY KATZ           1,032 OAD members in 1980        MINNIE HAWK


Regional directors of the district chapter participated in state convention meetings during 
the odd years, proposing bills on services to improve the quality of life for the Deaf, Hard of 
Hearing, and DeafBlind in Ohio.




Before OAD’s founding, Ohio’s Deaf Community had no access to human services.  Human 
service providers displayed a lack of understanding or insensitivity towards deaf people and 
perceived deafness as a ‘deficiency’ and impaired communication ability. 


1965 - To alleviate this situation, OAD engaged in a joint project with the Bureau of 
Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR) to establish rehabilitation services and training for the deaf to 
prepare them for the job market or employment. OAD presented Mr. Edward Moriarty (BVR 
Director) with a check for $6,920.  This was the first time a consumer organization provided 
base money for federal funding.  This Innovation & Expansion (I & E) Project was approved 
and implemented in 1966.


The following project was federally funded with the matching money provided by OAD:


In March 1966, BVR established the Program Specialist/State Coordinator for the Deaf (SCD) 
position to develop and coordinate the agency’s deafness program. Frank Gattas, who 
worked closely with the founders of OAD, became the Program Specialist/SCD for BVR.


Eventually, over twenty specialized vocational rehabilitation counselors were hired, primarily 
in Akron, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Toledo, and Youngstown, to work with 
deaf/hard-of-hearing clients and refer them to job training programs.  The Ohio 
Rehabilitation Services Commission contributed to planning and developing specialized 
programs for the Deaf in Ohio.  These included programs like the Central Ohio Psychiatric 
Hospital Unit, Columbus Comprehensive Program for the Deaf, Columbus Technical Institute, 
and Goodwill Industries. 


1967 - Cooperative efforts of the Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR), Ohio Association 
of the Deaf (OAD), and interpreters for the deaf came together at the 


1967 National Rehabilitation Association Conference for the first time in Ohio’s history. 
(https://www.ocrid.org The Ohio Story by Frank Gattas)


1968 - Russell Moore founded the Ohio Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (OCRID). (https://
www.ocrid.org)


April 1968: The D.E.A.F. (Diagnosis, Evaluation, Adjustment Facility) was established and is in 
operation.  It trains deaf clients and prepares them for the job market. Dr. Ernest Hairston was 
named director of the D.E.A.F. Program, which is programmed with Columbus Goodwill 
Industries. 


Dr. Ernest Hairston

(Above Information from the following documents:

(“A Human Investment,” The Edward J. Moriarty Memorial History of Vocational 
Rehabilitation, compiled and edited by Donald A. Filmer and published by the Ohio 
Rehabilitation Services Commission, 1980)




The Ohio Story by Frank Gattas, Supervisor of Rehabilitation Services, Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing.)


Note:

In September 1970, the Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation (BVR) became the Ohio 
Rehabilitation Services Commission (ORSC) by the Ohio Legislature and was guided by the 
Federal Rehabilitation Act.  The Governor of Ohio appointed seven commissioners, and the 
majority had some disability. They have to appoint an administrator for ORSC.  The 
commissioner’s term was seven years; they could serve two terms if selected.  Therefore, one 
new or 2nd term commissioner was appointed each year.


1973 - The invention of the Acoustic Telephone Coupler was a significant breakthrough in 
telecommunications for deaf people; TTY Machine, 1970s Testing TTY Machine, 1971


Recycled teletype machines, known as TTYs, were brought to Ohio. Robert O. Lankenau, 
OAD President, collaborated with Dick Rosenberg, AT&T consultant from Cincinnati, to bring 
TTYs to Ohio. 


Lankenau set up his own teletype machine repair shop in Akron, Ohio, training OAD 
members to repair and refine TTYs before putting them in the homes of deaf people.  This 
helped Ohio’s Deaf Community communicate with friends and hearing individuals.   


1975 - Robert O. Lankenau, president of the Ohio Association of the Deaf, created the 10 
Community Centers of the Deaf (CCDs). 


Ten Community Centers for the Deaf eventually were established in the following cities:


1975 - 	 Cleveland

            	 Mansfield

1976 - 	 Cincinnati

            	 Dayton 

1979 - 	 Toledo

1980 - 	 Akron

           	 Youngstown

           	 Columbus

1984 - 	 Portsmouth 

Note: Steubenville was established – (1975-1978- year unknown)


In 1978, Robert Lankenau and Frank Gattas, Program Specialists with ORSC, called meetings 
with Vocational Rehabilitation counselors to partner with Community Centers for the Deaf 
(CCD) in their locale. 


Robert O. Lankenau, with Dr. Harold Johnson, chair of the Deaf Education Teacher Training 
Department at Kent State University, joined a committee to learn more about American Sign 
Language's benefits and train teachers to work with Deaf Children in Ohio’s Public Schools. 



This resulted in passing the “Education for All Handicapped Child Act,” known as PL 94-142.  
(This was later renamed the Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1990). 
(Source:  https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/94/s6)


1979, 

Ohio Association of the Deaf officers teamed with Cincinnati District Chapter #2 officers and 
the NAD Board to prepare for the “Centennial Convention of the National Association of the 
Deaf.”

 
1980’s:

In the early 1980s, the Ohio Association of the Deaf sponsored workshops for parents of deaf 
children, interpreters, and health service providers.  It worked closely with the National 
Association of the Deaf.


Highlights of OAD’s special programs/events were as follows:  

In July 1980, the Centennial Convention of the National Association of the Deaf was held in 
Cincinnati. This convention drew over 2,000 participants from all over the country.                    

Souvenir cup from NAD’s Centennial Convention in Cincinnati  

1981, Essay Contest for Deaf and Hard of Hearing high school students at OSD and other 
Ohio public schools sports tournaments held in OAD district chapters


OAD Grand Ball in even years 


Miss Deaf Ohio Pageant


OAD Leadership Training Program (Nov 10-12, 1984)   


In 1988, OAD actively campaigned for Ohio House Bill 216, which would recognize American 
Sign Language classes in high schools and colleges as an active foreign language. Governor 
Richard Celeste signed it, which became law effective June 13, 1990. This bill was intended 
to encourage people to become interpreters.


1990 - OAD started to see a decline in membership, and the new leadership had a different 
vision of its future: becoming a board-ruling group.


2003 - OAD’s 10 district chapters were dissolved, and their financial accounts were moved to 
their parent organization for safekeeping and special events upon their districts' request. 

Many of its popular events, the Miss Deaf Ohio Pageant and Grand Ball, were eliminated. 


OAD established a new four-region area, but the system did not survive after two years due 
to the lack of initiatives by its regional representatives. Other issues included divided opinions 
and a lack of trust between OAD members and the board.




2013 - The name of the Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission (ORSC) was changed to 
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD).  Seven commissioners were removed, and 
the Governor now appoints the Administrator.


Due to OAD’s mishandling of funds and lack of board management and follow-through, the 
Ohio Attorney General opened an active investigation in November 2017.


Due to OAD’s problematic issues, the National Association of the Deaf eventually stopped 
recognizing OAD as a viable organization and removed OAD from the NAD’s list of state 
associations.

 

2020 - The Ohio Association of the Deaf tried to develop a clean slate with new officers who 
had better visions for restoring the quality of life for Ohio’s Deaf Community. 


The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic did not help the OAD’s situation.  Due to health precautions, 
Zoom meetings replaced in-person meetings, causing a lack of participation.


The following were issues during the COVID period:

- OAD officers lacked contact with the Ohio Deaf Community. 

- OAD tried a different method to recruit new members by having monthly social chats 
through ZOOM but failed. 

- OAD was considered a “board-running” organization, not a member-serving” organization.  

- The 47-page OAD ByLaws were never given to the members to vote on for approval.


OAD’s IRS status was terminated due to not filing the IRS-990 form for over three years.  The 
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) and several foundations withdrew OAD 
financial assistance for various deaf projects when they learned of OAD’s IRS termination.  


2023 - May, Jack Hawk, a CODA (Child of Deaf Adults) whose parents were very involved 
and instrumental in the start of OAD, followed his parents' involvement with OAD.  He had to 
resign due to health issues and died in August 2023.  He is a tremendous loss to OAD.


In July 2023, due to various conflicts within the board, OAD’s state conference, which was 
scheduled for November 3, 2023, in Columbus, was canceled.


On November 18, 2023, a meeting was arranged by four former OAD members with a focus 
on establishing a new organization or re-establishing OAD with a new board, operational 
procedures, and bylaws. This meeting was a key to opening the door to effective 
communication, teamwork, and deaf community outreach.  About 45 people attended the 
meeting at Hard Road Public Library in Columbus, Ohio.  They supported the idea of a new 
organization after learning of the reasons for leaving OAD in August of 2023. 


                   Dr. Marsha Moore, Shannon Seger, Linda Adams, Rose Larson




2024 - Due to bad weather, a second meeting was held via ZOOM on January 20, 2024. 
About 40 participants came onto ZOOM and voted for the new name “Ohio Deaf 
Association” (ODA) to take the place of the “Ohio Association of the Deaf” (OAD). 


A new team was established to work with the development of ODA, Ohio Deaf Community, 
and form partnerships with foundations to get grants for ODA and the NuHop Camp for deaf 
children.


On March 16, 2024, Mark Apodaca, a certified legal Parliamentarian at the Ohio School for 
the Deaf in Columbus, Ohio, conducted a nine-hour parliamentary training program for the 
deaf community. The seminar was very productive, and the new ODA Board learned much 
about legal governance.


Mark Apodaca


The Participants


Sunday, June 23, 2024, was the setting of the last OAD meeting on ZOOM chaired by Irene 
Tunanidas, former OAD president.  A brief history of the OAD was shared with 45 persons who 
participated in the meeting.  

Linsay Darnall, Jr.


The ODA's first state conference was held at Dublin Public Library in Dublin, Ohio. Linsay 
Darnall, Jr., a NAD Region II Representative, was the keynote speaker. 

 
 ODA held an election of officers at its first state conference.


The officers elected are 
Dr. Marsha Moore, President 
Mania Drosak, Vice President 
Richard Bretz and Linda Adams, Co-Secretary 
Jennifer Slaven, Treasurer.


Members-at-Large: (Members-at-Large will meet four times a year.) 
Charisse Heine 
Irene Tunanidas 
Rose Larson 
Stephen Rute 
James T. Beaton 

Ohio Association of the Deaf (OAD) preserved history is not lost because some of its historical 
documents, going back to its founding, are stored in the archives.



